
 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Greetings! Welcome to Park River Bible Camp. Thank you for coming to 

participate in our Annual Meeting. Through our various contributions God has 

been doing mighty work here. As we get started, we invite you to take a look at 

some of our camper’s testimonies.  

Here is what campers have been saying about Park River Bible Camp! 

God impacted me and showed me his great love! No matter what God will love 

me and all of us because of Jesus. Senior High Girl 

 

Everyone whether they want to or not struggles with their faith at some point. For 

me, a Christian environment with Christian fellowship is not always available aside 

from being at home or at church. Park River Bible Camp is such a great place to be 

encouraged in your faith and be with other Christians. It is a place to become 

more like God. Senior High Boy 

 

Park River Bible Camp has become a second home to me. It is such a positive 

environment, and I have met life-long friends here. I’ve enjoyed coming here 

because I feel incredibly close to God when I am surrounded by so many other 

believers. Senior High Girl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



On the Program and Ministry of Park River Bible Camp – An Annual Report 

To the Park River Lutheran Bible Camp, Inc. Corporate Assembly 

January 27, 2014 

 

 Grace and peace to you from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 I am here today, because I love Park River Bible Camp. My memories here go back to when I was 

a young child sliding down the slip and slide, eating the berries off the trees, and playing in the hillside 

trails. And when I was here somebody taught me about Jesus. And while we were singing songs in the 

chapel, I could see our camp cross with all of its symbols proclaiming to me the death of my Savior Jesus. 

 From the founding of the camp, to the present day, Park River Bible Camp has always been 

about pointing people to Jesus Christ. Eunice (Fagerholt) Vold once said,  

  “It was at a Circuit Luther League meeting at Hoople in 1935 that a recommendation was 

made to establish a Bible Camp in the area. (My) Dad was president of the Park River Circuit 

Luther League at that time. God used Dad as an instrument in starting this camp and I really 

doubt that this camp would be here today, had not Dad and Olaf Torson from Park River given so 

freely of themselves. I’m not bragging when I say this. I say it in all humility. They did it for the 

extension of God’s Kingdom here on earth and in heaven forever. Here were two laymen who 

were concerned about the salvation of souls and that’s why they donated their time and 

talents to the camp1.” 

 Park River Bible Camp exists for the salvation of souls. Our camp mission statement is, “Park 

River Bible Camp is a camp and retreat ministry for all ages that encourages a faith relationship with 

Jesus Christ through Bible study, worship, music and fellowship.” Ultimately, everything we do here is 

done to further this mission primarily for the wellbeing of youth and children and the youth and children 

who God will in due time bless us with. 

Year Round Ministry 

 At its inception, Park River Bible Camp was a one week reality. The camp has since grown 

significantly and become a year round ministry. 

Summer Camps 

Park River Bible Camp hosts a large assortment of camps for youth and children in the summer. 

In 2013 we offered:  

4 day camps for children having finished 1-2 grade 

2 mini camps for children having finished 3-4 grade (These camps are 2 nights and 3 days long.) 

2 week long camps for children having finished 4-6 grade 

1 sports week for youth having finished 6-8 grade 

Junior High Classic for youth having finished 7-9 grade 

Senior High Camp for youth having finished 9-12 grade 

A Senior High End of Summer Celebration 

                                                           
1 Hendrickson, Darlene. We Shall Gather at the River: Sixty years of a Spirit-filled Journey at the Park River Bible 
Camp. Grafton, North Dakota: Morgan Publishing, 1996. 



Jubilee Camp for persons with disabilities (This camp is typically 3 nights and 4 days.) 

 

Vacation Bible School 

This past summer Park River Bible Camp partnered with many congregations to provide Vacation Bible 

School to 486 children. 

 

Fall, Winter, and Spring Retreats 

This year Park River Bible Camp provided weekend camps during the school for 569 youth and children. 

We offered: 

Lil’ Pumpkins Day Camp, Winter Fun Day, Lil’ Sprouts Day Camp 

4-6 Grade Fall Celebration, 4-6 Winter Blast, 4-6 Spring Bash 

Grafton Conference Confirmation Retreat 

Junior High Ski Retreat 

Senior High Winter Retreat, Senior High New Year’s Party 

Fall, Winter, and Spring Quilt Retreats 

Fall and Spring Scrapbooking Retreats 

 

Other 

In addition to these camps, Park River Bible Camp provided: 

Hospitality and programming for Camp Sioux 

Hospitality and programming for Camp Good Mourning  

Hospitality for Sacred Heart Senior High Retreat 

Hospitality for Bethel and Victory Youth Events 

A wonderful facility for a Boy Scout Troop campout 

A beautiful facility for several weddings 

Sunday evening concerts and Camp Worship Day 

Anoka Christmas Concert 

Lutefisk Dinner 

Quilt Auction 

Pancake Dinner 

 

New Additions to 2014 

1. In 2014, we are adding a new summer sessions. For the first time, we will offer a Football and 

Gymnastics Sports Camp for 4-6 Grade students.   

2. In 2014 we will be acquiring a “Turbo Chute!” A turbo chute is basically a deluxe and much safer 

and sturdier version of a slip and slide. 

 

Summer 2014 Onsite Camps 
 
1-3 Grade Mighty Mites Day Camp  
June 26, July 17, July 24, July 31 
Children who have just completed 1st, 2nd or 3rd grade are invited to join us for a fun filled day of 
Bible studies, games, crafts, singing, swimming, sliding down our new “turbo chute,” a chance to 



visit  our camp store and adventures all led by our fun counseling staff. Bring a day pack with a 
swimming suit, towel and Bible. Check-in starts at 9:15 am and the closing program starts at 6:30 
pm. 
 
All day campers will now receive a free PRBC T-shirt upon arrival! 
 
Choose your price: $44/$66/$88 (See page 11 for more information.) 
Register by April 30th to receive a $5 early bird discount! 
 
 
3-4 Grade Rockin’ Rangers Mini Camp 
July 13-15, July 27-29 
This camp is perfect for children who have just completed 3rd or 4th grade! It includes three days and two 
nights with friends, fun counselors, games, swimming, turbo chuting, Bible studies, campfires, 
adventures, singing, visiting the camp store and sleeping on bunk beds in a cabin! 
 

Choose your price:  $100/$150/$200  (See page 11 for more information.) 
Register by April 30th to receive a $10 early bird discount! 
 
4-6 Grade Adventure Camp 
July 13-18, August 3-8 
Kids who have just finished 4th, 5th or 6th grade are invited to join us for an awesome week! Prepare for a 
week of exciting activities like canoeing, swimming, capture the flag, Bible studies, skits, turbo chuting, 
fishing, campfires, singing and praising God with our fun counselors! The week will be as loaded with 
awesomeness as our camp store. Kids going into 6th and 7th grade may also choose to climb our climbing 
tower! 
 

Choose your price: $248/$372/$496 (See page 11 for more information.) 
Register by April 30th to receive a $10 early bird discount! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4-6 Grade Flag Football and Gymnastics Camp!  
June 22-25 
 
You are invited to our all new Flag Football and Gymnastics Camp! Campers may choose to receive 
instruction in football or gymnastics and also participate in camp activities such as camp games, Bible 
study, swimming, the climbing tower and campfires.  
 
Mrs. LouAnn Thorvillson will lead the Gymnastics component of this camp. Mr. Dennis Hammer will be 
the lead coach for football.  



 

Choose your price: $248/$372/$496 (See page 11 for more information.) 
Register by April 30th to receive a $10 early bird discount! 
 
6-8 Grade Sports Camp 
July 20-25 
 
It’s time to get your game face on! Our coaches will provide training and instruction in basketball and 
volleyball using the Park River School’s gymnasiums. There will be Bible studies, worship, evening 
games, and campfires. Youth may also sign up for our climbing tower and for paintball. 
 

Choose your price: $264/$396/$528 (See page 11 for more information.) 
Register by April 30th to receive a $10 early bird discount. 
 
7-9 Grade Classic 
July 27-August 1 
 
God has given his Son Jesus to suffer, die and rise again so that we might be made Alive with Christ! At 
7th-9th grade classic, we will dive deep into the story of who Jesus is and what He has done for us. Also, 
we will have lots of fun, eat lots of food, spend time with friends, and stay up late. Camp activities 
include epic night games, all kinds of sports, gaga, crafts, canoeing, swimming, campfire, Bible studies, 
skits, and a trip to either Homme Dam or Icelandic State Park. 
 
Campers may also choose to participate in the high ropes course, scramble up our 35 foot tall climbing 
tower and join in paintball fun! 
 

Choose your price: $264/$396/$528 (See page 11 for more information.) 
Register by April 30th to receive a $10 early bird discount. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9-12 Grade Senior High Camp 
July 6-11 
 
Senior High Camp is an awesome week! At Senior High Camp you will have a chance to dig deep into 
God’s Word with Christians who care about you and who want to grow in faith. We also have a lot of 
fun. Come prepared to laugh, play, and to challenge yourself. We will have Bible studies, a speaker, 
great music, night games, campfires and lots of food. 
You may also choose to participate in our high ropes course, climb our climbing tower and join in 
paintball fun! 
 

Choose your price: $272/$408/$544 (See page 11 for more information.) 



Register by April 30th to receive a $10 early bird discount 
 
9-12 Grade End of Summer Blast 
August 8-9 
 
First, it’s a party to close out the summer! There will be night games, movies, time spent with your 
favorite summer staff members, Bible study, campfire and lots of food. Then, we will spend the next 
morning and afternoon playing paintball and/or engaging in a variety of fun camp activities. Registration 
begins at 4:00 on Friday and we will wrap up by 3:30 on Saturday. 
 

$25. Register by August 1 for a $5 discount. 
 
10-12 Grade Junior Counselor Program 
July 13-18, August 3-8 
 
Youth who have finished 10-12 grade may apply to be a junior counselor. Junior counselor are young 
men and women who profess faith in Jesus Christ and who want to help children have the best week 
they possibly can while they are at Bible Camp. They are campers who work as though they are staff 
members under the supervision of a Park River Bible Camp counselor. Interested persons should contact 
our camp office for an application and to set up an interview with the Program Director 
 
$50.  
 
Jubilee Camp 
June 29-July 2 
People with developmental and/or physical disabilities of all ages are invited to come to camp and join 
us for singing, skits, puppet shows, Bible studies, craft times, swimming, fishing, games and tractor rides! 
Call the PRBC office to have a brochure(s) sent. 
 

Choose your price: $226/$339/$452 (See page 11 for more information.) 
Register by April 30th to receive a $10 early bird discount. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Camper Numbers for 2012-2013 

Retreat Ministries 
As Park River Bible Camp is a year round camp and retreat ministry we offer year round programming. 

PRBC provides fall, winter, and spring retreats for lower and upper elementary students, junior and 

senior high students, as well as adult quilting and scrapbooking retreats. 

Retreats occur during the school year and so they are totaled by the school year. 

 

 In 2011-2012 we had 595 campers. This is the highest number on record. 

In 2012-2013 we had 569 campers. This is the second highest number on record. 

 

Vacation Bible School Ministry 
Every summer Park River Bible Camp partners with congregations to provide Vacation Bible School to 

elementary children. 

 In 2012 we partnered with congregations to provide VBS to 396 children. 

 In 2013 we partnered with congregations to provide VBS to 486 children. 

 

Summer Onsite PRBC Programmed Ministries 
Every summer Park River Bible Camp provides camping ministries to youth, children and individuals with 

disabilities. 

 In 2012 we were able to share the Gospel with 638 onsite campers. 

 In 2013 we were able to share the Gospel with 605 onsite campers. 

 

Summer Onsite PRBC Programmed Ministries for junior high aged youth 

In the summer of 2012, we were able to share the Gospel with 118 junior high aged youth. 

In the summer of 2013, we were able to share the Gospel with 138 junior high aged youth. 

 

Summer Onsite PRBC Programmed Ministries for senior high aged youth 

In the summer of 2012, we were able to share the Gospel with 69 senior high youth. 

In the summer of 2013, we were able to share the Gospel with 98 senior high youth. 

 

Summer Onsite PRBC User Groups (Camp Sioux, Camp Good Mourning) 
Every summer Park River Bible Camp rents out our facilities to outside groups and we provide these groups 

with leadership for various aspects of their programming. 

 

In the summer of 2012 we helped provide wonderful camp experiences for 280 youth and staff. 

In the summer of 2013, we helped provide wonderful camp experiences for 322 youth and staff. 

  

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


